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REMARKS

This is UNEVALUATED

1o Betweor. 20 and 25 May 1953, a lavge ficld exercise vas held by two divi;:;mma
from Moravia in the ares of the Libave (P 50/0 07) troop training grounds.
One of the divisions caie from Olomouc (P 50/1 85). In the summer of 1953,
the maneuver was to be repoated on a larger scale with leading Czechoslovakian
politiclane attending. According to the commander of the Liprnik infantry school,
the main purpose of the field exorcise was to reveal the efficiency of uwni%
conmanderso

2. The troops were divided into a "rad® atiecking and e "blue® defending forcs.
The division which belonged to the red group was organized into three infaniry
regiments, an artillery regiment, a reconnaissance company, &n engineer compary,
a chemical warfare company, and a supply battalion., Other units belonging to the
red group included a reinforced infantry reglment; and a tank battalion with
T3/ tanks made in Czechoslovskia. The blue group consisted of two infantry
reginents; undetermined artillery units, and other supporting weapons. The
reconnaisuance company of the red group was equipped with nine German armored
personnel carriers, and several sidecar motorcycles which had
heavy machine guns mounted on thom, The soldiers were armed with model 48 A
subnachine guns and light machine guns. The engineer company had entrenching tools
and aine-laying and detseting devicss, but no bridgs construction msterial was
observed., Portable spray tanks for Yperite, equipment for gas detection and
decontamination, suca a3 rubber suits and calecium chloride, and other gas-deionse
devices wére observed with the chemical warfare company. A platcon of the latier
wvas equipped with nine portable Tzechoslovakian flame throwers. The

" Czechoslovakian tanks were similer to the Soviet T-34 tanks but had tank hullse

which were smoother and better finished, The tank guns had no muzzle brakes.
The infen®ry battalion was squipped with 57-mm AT guns. A squad consisted of
nine soldiers and had n: antitank rifle,

3. The red group concentrated near Olomouc and marched to its assembling area
near Vnlks Strelna (P 53/0 06). After losing the hills between Velka Strelna
and Libava, the blue group was employed in field fortifications south of
Libava., Contingents of thu red group had to contain the enemy by a feint attack
against the positionaz g>uth of Libavae, while the bulk of the group (at least
twe reginents) was to bs cmployed for the,_)main attack on Libava frou the euct,
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The contingent attacking Libava from the south was relieved during the
maneuver. It vas emphasized that the enemy bad to be surprised by the
attack which was to ba conducted in o terrain where such operations would
not be expscted, Another strict order iniicated that the infantry was nob
alloved to retreat if the terrain made en advance impossible. This order
reforred to the attacking group south of Libava which wes temporarily
gtopped by & concentrated defencive fire. Tupnks were aizo to be employed
in @ifficult %errains which the enemy probably thought tankproof,

Lo The mmneuver was followed by an epen air critique which was 30 be succeeded
by a final sritique & few days later. The eritique was given by a
lisutensnt generals two colonsls had beer the commanders of the divisions,
Two Soviet field grade officers uhd had been attached %o the divisions were
also present, The members of the infantry scheol had to return te Lipalk
before the end of the critique to prepare a written repord om their
_observations. The ignoranco of unit leaders up to battalion commanders waa
severely criticlzed. It was said that these officers badly needed polishing
up their mllitary kncwledge. During the attsacking phass, it was cbserved

" that the various units became muddled to an extent that the individual
‘commanding officers lost control over their units and influence cn the
operations. Ths plenning preceding the maneuver and the work by the divisioucl
end regimental headquarters during the fisld oxercises waz appreciated.

The reconnaissance company was alse favorably mentloned. Deficienclas
criticized ineluded leck of cooperation with supporting weapons which were
not even mentioned in orders by leaders of infantry unite. Tank unitse
received orders which contradicted those given to the infantry.

5. Sinee most of the medium-rank officers came from the working class, their
inefficlency was cmused by a lack of intelligence and sufficient interes?d in
militery matters, They wers willing to obey orders, but had no porsonal
initiative. The reguler NCOs, however, wsre wsll trained. The EM also shoved
intereat in the field exercise and were rather efficient in camouflage and
the construction of field fortifications. Reserve officers also confirmed tho
effieclent training of NCOs and Ei.

6. The comzanding officer of the heavy machine gun compary was a lieutenant who
previously worked as a foundryband at the steel plant at Olomous, Having
assigned the elements of his company to the infantry companies of the
battalion, be thought his responsibility had ended. The personnel of the
heavy mschine gun company had only small knowledge of overhead firing or
indireet fire and complained that the advancing infantry did not leave them
any firing lane, The soldiers stated thai they were mostly trainsd by NCOs
who had only & limited theoretical knowledgs.

7. The deputy commanders in charge of political affairs vho mostly sreduvated
from the Hakem School in Prague were very busy during the maneuver. They
informed the soldiers on the tactieal situation, distributed leaflets with namg
of soldiers who distinguished themselves on combat pairol, in trenching
activities, or as ascouts, and held discussions during lulls in combat to ralzc
the efficicncy of the soldiers. The Vit nejedly troupe presented a show
including plays, musicals and other performances at Libava during the _
meneuver. Politieasl indoctrination of the army appeared to have made much
progress,

Comment, In September 1952, a similar maneuver was held in the =ame
arce with the 14th Mech Div from Olomoue as aitacking foree and the 6th Inf
Piv from Brno in the defense. The mancuver mentioned in the present repori
probably was also conducted by divisions of the IV Corps from Brno which is
kpown to concentrate at the M. Libava treop training grounds for summer
training every yearo
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